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ASHA FAMILY 


Making plans for the new year are some of the executives who attended 


ASHA’S Social Hygiene Executive Conference. 


Shown (from left to right) are: 


Thomas Connolly, Mrs. Winifred P. Johnson, William Benedict, Mrs. Meredith 


Nicholson, Jr., Samuel T. Robbins, 


Armstrong. 


Mrs. J. Hart Brown and Mrs. Emma 
(Story below; other picture on page 2.) 


Sccia! Hygiene Executives Meet In N. Y. 


Social Hygiene leaders from all over 
the nation attended ASHA’s bi-annual 
Conference of Social Hygiene Execu- 
tives held in New York City, Decem- 
ber 13 and 14. 

Conference theme was national-lo- 
cal relationships of ASHA and its 
affiliate societies. 

Purposes of the meeting were to 
give local agency executives an op- 
portunity to share mutual problems 
and experiences as well as to define 
organizational structures and work 


out new methods of utilizing ASHA 
field and consultation services. 
Conference participants were Mrs. 
Emma Armstrong, Brooklyn Tuber- 
culosis and Health Association; Mrs. 
Hygiene 


Russell A. Arnold, Social 


Association of Dayton and Montgom- 
ery County, Dayton, Ohio; William 
Benedict, Social Hygiene Society of 
the District of Columbia; Mrs. J. Hart 
Brown, Missouri Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation; Mrs. Vera G. Bruhn, Social 
Hygiene and Mental Health Associa- 
tion, Birmingham, Ala.; Mrs, Mayola 
Center, Georgia Social Hygiene 
Council; Thomas Connolly, Onondaga 
Health Association, Syracuse, N. Y.; 
Roy Dickerson, Cincinnati Social Hy- 
giene Society, and Dr. Franklin R. 
Fitch, Illinois Social Hygiene League. 

Others included, Len H. Glass, 
Health Education and Venereal Dis- 
ease Council, Los Angeles, Cal.; 
Charles Hoffman, Health Association 


(Continued on page 4) 


Family Life Education 


JANUARY, 1957 


LIFE PROJECTS GRANTED $335,000 


Bagley Foundation 
Renews Support 


The Nancy Reynolds Bagley Foun- 
dation has renewed its support of the 
American Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion’s regional projects in education 
for personal and family living with a 
grant of $335,000 

In announcing the grant, which is 
subject to annual review, ASHA ex- 
ecutive director Conrad Van Hyning 
said that it will enable ASHA’s Di- 
vision of Education to carry on and 
expand its work for another four 
years. 

An initial Bagley Foundation grant 
of $300,000 was given in 1953 and 
helped to launch the project in nine 
states and the District of Columbia. 

ASHA’s basic role in its regional 
projects is to stimulate local and re- 
gional leadership in schools, colleges 
and communities in order to create 
and develop programs in education 
for personal and family living. 

Headed by Dr. Ellis White the 
Association’s Education Division has 
brought together groups of leading 
educators to develop new curriculum 
materials, and create training oppor- 
tunities to prepare teachers to edu- 
cate young people for personal and 
family life. 

The project organizes programs to 
reach prospective teachers as well as 
to help those already teaching in ele- 
mentary and secondary schools. 

In the past three years, projects 
have been organized in the Midwest 
and Central Atlantic Regions of the 
country. They have covered the states 
of Iowa, Minnesota, North and South 


Dakota, the District of Columbia, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West 
Virginia and North Carolina. 


Newest ASHA regional project has 
been recently organized in New Eng- 


land’s six states. (Continued on page 4) 
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ASHA Life Member 
Made City Manager 


Edward G. Conroy, 1954 recipient 


of an Honorary Life Membership in 
the American Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion and chairman of the San Antonio 
Social Hygiene Committee, has been 
unanimously appointed city manager 
of New Rochelle, N. Y. 


Since 1948, Mr. Conroy has served 
as executive vice-president of the Re- 
search and Planning Council of San 
Antonio, a_ citizen-supported, non- 
profit corporation which has con- 
ducted a wide variety of studies on 
governmental community and _ plan- 
ing problems. 

He was honored two years ago by 
ASHA in recognition of “his indis- 
pensable leadership for better gov- 
ernment and a more wholesome en- 
vironment for San Antonio.” 


Mr. Conroy assumes his new post 
shortly after January 1. 


Health Scholarships Set 


Scholarships to the Harvard School 
of Public Health for the academic 
year 1957-58, are available for indi- 
viduals of “high professional prom- 
ise’ who want post-graduate educa- 
tion in public health or related fields. 


Graduates in medicine, dentistry, 
veterinary medicine, public health 
nursing and health education, are eli- 
gible for the scholarships, as are so- 
cial workers, dietitians and college 
graduates who have specialized in one 
of the natural sciences or in engineer- 
ing. 


Awards will range from part tui- 
tion to tuition plus a stipend accord- 
ing to the qualifications and financial 
needs of applicants. In general, pref- 
erence will be given to applicants un- 
der 35 years of age and to citizens of 
the United States. 


Applications and further informa- 
tion may be obtained by writing to 
Secretary of Admissions and Scholar- 
ships, Harvard School of Public 
Health, 55 Shattuck Street, Boston 15, 
Mass. 


Social Hygiene Leaders View Publications 


Visiting social hygiene executives receive pamphlets in ASHA’s Publication 
Department, (Back row), Roy Dickerson, Mrs. Mayola Center, Dr. Franklin 
Fitch, Dr. Robert Hoyt, Mrs. Margaret Walgenbach, Mrs. Vera Bruhn and 
Paul Houdek. (Front row), Len Glass, Mrs. Dorothy Miller, Mrs. Ruth Womack, 


Mrs. Russell Arnold and Mrs. Celia 


assistant, 


Pennachio, Publications Department 


WEST VIRGINIA 


James Kelly, Dean of men at West 
Virginia State College has been re- 
elected state chairman of the West 
Virginia Teacher-Preparation Project, 
a part of ASHA’s Central Atlantic 
Education Project. An active partici- 
pant in the project since its inception, 
Dean Kelly is a member of the col- 
lege’s philosophy department. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The executive committees of the 
Central Atlantic and ‘In-Service 
Teacher Preparation Projects on Edu- 
cation for Personal and Family Liv- 
ing are scheduled to meet in Wash- 
ington, D. C., on February 4-5. Pur- 
pose of the joint meeting, which will 
be attended by members of ASHA’s 
education department, is to discuss 
plans for coordinating the two Cen- 
tral Atlantic Projects. The Midwest 
Projects have been similarly coordi- 
nated under one joint executive com- 
mittee with encouraging results. 

Edward Pope, of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, recently helped 
conduct a series of six weekly work- 
shops for teachers sponsored by the 
Central Atlantic Regional In-Service 
Projects. The workshops were at- 
tended by more than 125 District 
teachers on an entirely voluntary 
basis. 


MINNESOTA 


School officials, psychiatrists, social 
workers and guidance officers partici- 
pated in a recent meeting of the South- 
east Elementary Principals Associa- 
tion of Minnesota at which the Mid- 
west In-Service Project on Education 
for Personal and Family Living was 
discussed. Laurel Pennock, member 
of the Project’s Advisory Committee 
led the discussion. 
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Family Life Education 
Theme Of Ohio Meeting 


Strengthening family life education 
in our schools was the theme of the 
Ohio Social Hygiene Council’s annual 
meeting, held in Cleveland, on No- 
vember 30. 


Principal speaker Ellis F. White, 
ASHA education director, told an au- 
dience of nearly 100 PTA leaders, 
school executives, parents and teach- 
ers that schools and community agen- 
cies are “partners” in building pro- 
grams for personal and family life 
education in the schools. 


Presiding at the dinner meeting was 
Ear! O. Wright, chief, division of Ad- 
ministration, Ohio State Department 
of Health, and past president of the 
Ohio Social Hygiene Council. Anne 
Falther, R.N., director, Family Health 
Association of Cleveland, served as 
the meeting’s program chairman. 


Heading the slate of the Council’s 
newly elected officers for 1957 is Rob- 
ert N. Hoyt, Dr. P.H., who was elected 
president. Vice-president is Mrs. Al- 
fred Walgenbach, president of the 
Scioto County Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation of Portsmouth. 


Boland To Head New ASHA Division 


H. Lamar Boland, American Social Hygiene Association field representative 
in the southeast for the past eight years, ‘has been named to head ASHA’S 
newly created Division of Field Services, Conrad Van Hyning, ASHA executive 


director announces. 


As director of Field Services, Mr. Boland will work with ASHA’S regional 


representatives, 


Dads Love Home 


The American family has un- 
dergone such a complete trans- 
formation in less than a decade 
that it has become the center of 
men’s lives as well as women’s, 
says world-famous anthropolo- 
gist Margaret Mead. 

The outstanding thing about 
the new family, she told a re- 
cent meeting of the Family Ser- 
vice Association of America, is 
that the father is as much a part 
of the home as the mother. 


“Men are becoming husbands 
and fathers first, and their ca- 
reers are seen as subsidiary to 
their homes,” she said. 

Other aspects of the new look 
in family life, Dr. Mead said, are 
a new kind of discipline, mar- 
riage built on early courtship, 
and “the presence of children 
regarded as absolutely essential.” 


Call Girls Propelled By Bitterness 


Not a drive for sexual fulfillment, 
but a bitter, destructive attitude to- 
wards life draws a call girl into her 
profession, a well-known New York 
psychiatrist said recently. 

Addressing a meeting of the Asso- 
ciation for Applied Psychoanalysis, 
Dr. Nathan W. Ackerman, associate 
clinical professor at Columbia Uni- 
versity’s Department of Psychiatry, 
said that while prostitutes earn their 
living with sex, they experience “very 
little pleasure in it.” 

“Prostitutes don’t believe love ex- 
ists anywhere in the world,” he said, 
and defined prostitution as an “‘ill- 
ness shared by two people,” since the 
customer shares the brutalized and de- 
graded concepts of the woman he 
pays. 

Dr. Harold Greenwald, psychologist 
and psychoanalyst, presented the re- 
sults of his recent Socio-Psychoana- 
lytic Study of the Call Girl which 
involved women ranging in age from 
19 to 43. 

Terming his subjects ‘‘aristocrats of 
prostitution” with incomes averaging 


$20,000 a year, Dr. Greenwald’s study 
revealed a characteristic pattern of 
broken homes and parental rejection. 

Fifteen of the twenty girls inter- 
viewed had suffered disrupted family 
lives before they were 12. 

Three-fourths of the girls were 
found to have a history of homosex- 
ual relationships. Half were totally 
frigid and only five have never at- 
tempted suicide. 

Dr. Greenwald concluded that it is 
not economic factors which propel 
women into prostitution but a need 
for revenge upon unloving families, a 
search for concrete evidence of affec- 
tion, and a denial of both homosexu- 
ality and frigidity. 

After long-range psychoanalytic 
therapy, Dr. Greenwald reported, five 
of six call girls treated left their pro- 
fession. 

The psychologist proposed that the 
problem of prostitution be treated by 
providing some form of psychother- 
apy and. vocational training for indi- 
vidual girls. 


helping them to enlarge 


of ASHA’S services 
to communities 
throughout the 
nation. He as- 
sumes his new 
duties on Janu- 
ary 1. 

A graduate of 
the University 
of Georgia, Mr. 
Boland received 
his M.A. in edu- 
cation from that 
institution in 
1948, and  be- 
came a member 
of its Guidance 
and Counseling Department. 

During World War II he served as 
Lieutenant, then a Major with the 
Army, winning the silver and bronze 
stars with clusters, for gallantry in 
action. He holds the rank of Lieuten- 
ant Colonel in the U. S. Army Re- 
serve Corps. 

With the transference of the Divi- 
sion of Community Services functions 
to the new Division of Field Services, 
Mrs. Esther Sweeney, former director 
of Community Services, will become 
assistant director of ASHA, working 
directly with Mr. Van Hyning. 

Mrs. Dorothy Daly, previously as- 
sociate director of Community Ser- 
vices, will hold the same post in the 
new Division of Field Services. 


the scope 


H. Lamar Boland 


New Social Hygiene Group 
Formed in Washington 


Spearheaded by prominent local 
citizens, a new social hygiene group 
has been established in Spokane, 
Wash. 

President of ASHA’s newest affili- 
ate is Mrs. Kenneth Lawson. 

Other officers of the organization, 
called the Spokane County Social Hy- 
giene Association, are Mr. William 
Loveless, vice-president; Mrs. Bertha 
Cole, secretary; and Mrs. Ruby Rails- 
back, treasurer. 

Goals of the group are to support 
the work of the American Social Hy- 
giene Association in education for per- 
sonal and family living, control of 


VD and repression of organized vice 
in their community. 
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Dr. Sellers Named ASHA Life Member 


In recognition of his ‘‘outstanding 
contributions’ to the field of public 
health, Thomas Fort Sellers, M.D., 
Director of the Georgia Department 
of Public Health, was named an hon- 
orary member of the American Social 
Hygiene Association in Atlanta, Ga., 
November 28. 

Mrs. Mayola S. Center, ASHA board 
member, made the presentation to Dr. 
Sellers at a luncheon sponsored by 
the Georgia Social Hygiene Council. 
Dr. Frank Norris, president of the 
Council, presided at the event. 

Dr. Sellers has been closely allied 
with the prevention, treatment and 
control of venereal disease since 1918, 
when he became chief bacteriologist 
of the Georgia State Department of 
Health and established the state’s first 
blood testing services. 

Since becoming Georgia's state 
health director in 1948, Dr. Sellers 
has helped to guide mass blood tests 
for 1,500,000 Georgians, provided 
maximum prescribed therapy for 30,- 
000 syphilis patients, and developed 
effective contact investigation and 
case-finding procedures. 

“Because of Dr. Sellers vigorous 
and imaginative approach to the con- 
trol of the venereal diseases,’ Mrs. 
Center said, ‘he has seen infectious 
syphilis in Georgia reduced from 3,237 
reported cases in 1948 to 581 last 
year.” 


Thomas Fort Sellers, M.D. 


Social Hygiene Executives 


(Continued from page 1) 
of Rochester and Monroe County, New 
York; and Paul Houdek, Kansas City 
Social Hygiene Society. 

Others were: Dr. Robert N. Hoyt, 
Joint Social Hygiene Committee, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Miss Lisel Lowen, 
Greenwich Health Association, Green- 
wich, Conn.; Mrs. Dorothy Miller, 
Massachusetts Society for Social Hy- 


Education Grant 


(Continued from page 1) 


Among the services the project of- 
fers to school administrators and 
teachers are resource materials, spon- 
sorship of conferences and workshops, 
speakers bureaus, and consultations 
with members of ASHA’s Education 
Division. 

Almost 20,000 teachers, schoo] ad- 
ministrators, and community leaders 
have requested copies of ASHA family 
life publications, including ‘“‘Strength- 
ening Family Life Education in Our 
Schools,” “Suggestions for Preparing 
Teachers in Education for Personal 
and Family Living,” and ‘Education 
for Personal and Family Living, a 
Working Guide for Colleges.” 


Meet 


giene; Mrs. Meredith Nicholson, Jr., 
Indianapolis Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion; Dr. Samuel T. Robbins, Erie 
Social Hygiene Association, Erie, Pa.: 
Mrs. Margaret Walgenbach and Mrs. 
Ruth Womack, Scioto County Social 
Hygiene Association, Portsmouth, 
Ohio; and H. Garrick Williams, 
Queensboro Tuberculosis and Health 
Association, Jamaica, N. Y. 
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